Australian Hydrogen Research Network (AHRN)
State Chapter – Terms of Reference
1. Purpose
The purpose of the AHRN State Chapters is to extend the reach, engagement, and impact of the Australian Hydrogen Research Network at a local level. State Chapters will support and promote hydrogen research, build local communities, facilitate knowledge exchange, provide feedback to the AHRN Board, and deliver state-based events under the national framework.
2. Scope of Responsibilities
State Chapters may host events, engage with universities and industry, recruit members, and identify local sponsors with national approval. Chapters must align with AHRN governance and policy frameworks.
3. Authority
State Chapters operate under delegated authority from the AHRN Board. They may organise events, seek sponsorship with approval, and recruit members but may not enter into legal agreements or manage independent bank accounts.
4. Chapter Leadership & Structure
The Board appoints a Chapter Lead responsible for planning, governance, and communication. Optional roles include a Deputy Lead and working groups for events, industry engagement, or research collaboration.
5. Membership
Membership is open to all AHRN members in the respective state. Recruitment should align with national membership processes.
6. Meetings
Chapters must meet at least four times per year and attend national coordination meetings. Meeting summaries must be submitted within 14 days.
7. Financial Management
All finances are centrally managed by AHRN. Chapters must submit budgets and event funding requests and provide post-event reconciliation.
8. Reporting Requirements
Chapters must provide quarterly reports with activities, sponsorship status, risks, and financial summaries, plus an annual report for the AGM.
9. Risk, Compliance, and Conduct
Chapters must follow the AHRN Code of Conduct, event safety guidelines, sponsorship policies, and Australian volunteer governance laws.
10. Review & Amendments
This ToR will be reviewed annually by the AHRN Board, with amendments applying to all State Chapters.
